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RESOLUTION RELATING TO NARCOTIC DRUGS 781 

Section 12. Chapters six hundred and ninety-four and seven hundred and 
eighty-eight of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and fourteen, and sections 
two to six, inclusive, of chapter three hundred and eighty-seven of the acts of 
the year nineteen hundred and ten, are hereby repealed. 

Approved April 20, 1915. (Chap. 187, page 4.) 

Grand Jury Resolution Relating to Narcotic Drugs. — Whereas, The Grand 
Jurors, United States of America, for the Southern District of New York, 
upon their sworn oaths have impartially caused to be found during their Sep- 
tember, 1917, Term, an unlimited number of indictments against an army of 
defendants for flagrant violations of an Act of Congress approved December 
17, 1914, relating to the production, importation, manufacture, compounding, 
sale, dispensing or giving away of opium or coca leaves, their salts, derivatives 
or preparations ; and consummated within the jurisdiction of the Southern Dis- 
trict of New York; and 

Whereas, It has come to the official attention, observation and knowledge 
of the Grand Jurors, United States of America, Southern District of New 
York, that notwithstanding the stringent provisions of this Act of Congress 
as aforesaid and its strict enforcement by the United States Internal Revenue 
and other agents of the United States, it was amazing, revolting and shocking 
to hear the testimony under oath of the various witnesses before the Grand 
jurors, in particular the addicts, as to with what ease they purchased and 
obtained such narcotic drugs as heroin, morphia, cocaine, and opium, from 
divers persons who illegally traffic and peddle the sale of these various narcotic 
drugs as aforesaid, and how certain physicians in the daily course of their 
professional practice personally, promiscuously write prescriptions for these 
addicts under guise of correctional medical treatment and radical cure, calling 
for the compounding of various narcotic drugs aggregating excessive doses, 
which said prescriptions these said addicts take to certain drug stores within 
the jurisdiction of the Southern District of New York for compounding and 
delivery to these said addicts, at fabulous and prohibitive prices; and 

Whereas, These certain proprietors of drug stores are in league with these 
certain physicians under a partnership arrangement with a legally drawn con- 
tract whereby a scale of prices and profits accrue to these certain physicians 
based upon the amount of quantity of the narcotic drug so indicated on pre- 
scriptions; and 

Whereas, This enormous, criminal trafficking in narcotic drugs in the City 
and County of New York within the jurisdiction of the Southern District of 
New York by confirmed addicts, convicted felons, unscrupulous persons, phy- 
sicians, druggists and others is most revolting, shocking and disgraceful, a 
menace to the human race, and beyond the control of the Act of Congress 
approved December 17, 1914, and specially enacted to prevent and guard 
against such conditions. 

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, That the Grand Jurors, United States of 
America, for the Southern District of New York, September, 1917, Term, now 
in session, after careful and mature consideration and due deliberation, by a 
unanimous vote of its body, a full quorum being present, mindful of its duties 
and powers, respectfully suggest and recommend the following: 

That the entire output of the production and manufacture by all manu- 
facturing and pharmaceutical chemists and other chemical manufacturers of 
opium or coca leaves, their salts, derivatives or preparations, etc., should be 
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in absolute and direct control of the United States Government, that chemists 
and Internal Revenue Inspectors should be assigned to the various manu- 
facturing chemical plants throughout the United States, its Territories and 
Possessions, that the output of the manufactured product should be shipped to 
various Government warehouses, zones being established therefor throughout 
the United States, that the Government should officially control the price, the 
quantities shipped to the various wholesale druggists, jobbers, dealers, retailers 
and pharmacies, — all these, and all manufacturing plants, to be bonded and 
licensed, — and that the Government should control the exportation from and 
importation into the United States. 

The Grand Jurors, United States of America, Southern District of New 
York, do hereby request the co-operation of the United States Attorney for 
the Southern District of New York in taking up with the United States Depart- 
ment of Justice the subject matter, so as to cause a bill to be prepared for 
submission to Congress seeking the immediate enactment of broad and suitable 
statutes that will eliminate this evil. 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be filed with the 
Honorable Court for the records of the Court, and a copy likewise be trans- 
mitted to the Attoney General and the United States Attorney for the Southern 
District of New York. (See p. — ). Albert J. Weber, Foreman, Grand Jury, 
United States of America, Southern District of New York. Old Post Office 
Bldg., New York City. 

Reaching the Adult Responsible for the Delinquent and Neglected 
Child. — I assume that every critical reader will agree with me that an over- 
whelming percentage of the cases that come to the juvenile courts of the 
country can be traced, either directly or indirectly, to some adult. And the 
problem that has always been confronting probation officers and juvenile court 
workers is to reach and correct that adult, and through him the child. 

Adult contributors may be divided into the following classes: (1) Those 
who maliciously and deliberately train a child in delinquency and then enjoy 
the financial fruits of their work; (2) those who contribute through their own 
carelessness and indifference, allowing the child to take the easiest way, which 
is generally the wrong one ; and (3) those who through their zealousness and 
anxiety force their child into ways which end in delinquency. 

Under the first class might be placed the prostitute who teaches a girl to 
learn her own trade, the thief who schools the youth in pocketbook snatching, 
shop-lifting, etc., and the burglar who instructs his pupils in the general arts 
of safe-robbing and house-breaking. While an adequate "contributory delin- 
quent" law would reach all classes, it is the only way that this particular class 
can be reached and it is to be regretted that there are such laws in so few 
juvenile courts. And I might say that from my personal experience it is one 
of the hardest sections to get written into a juvenile court law. For some 
unknown reason it seems almost impossible to convince law makers that it is 
possible for an adult deliberately to go about making a delinquent of a child 
by using it for criminal practices. 

In the second class, those who contribute through carelessness and indif- 
ference, we meet an entirely different proposition. Most of these cases come 
from the poorer and more shiftless class, making a jail sentence or a heavy fine 
(which a contributory law would inflict) almost an impossibility for in most 
cases such a disposition would not get to the root of the trouble, but at the 



